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Cotmanhay Infant and Nursery School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025 - 2026

	Date this summary was published
	September 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Briony Stallard

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	-

	Name of local music hub 
	South East Derbyshire Music Centre, Kirk Hallam Community Academy


This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	At Cotmanhay Infant and Nursery School Music is taught in the following way:
EYFS:  All aspects of music are taught using the Music Express scheme and are in line with the expectations of the Early Years Foundation Stage document.  
In addition the children participate in daily opportunities to learn by heart and perform a wide variety of songs and rhymes.  These may be seasonal or linked to learning in other subjects. 
Children have the opportunity to give musical performances to an invited audience several times in the school year including Harvest time and Christmas. 
In Key Stage 1
Our Music Curriculum is informed by the Model Music Curriculum (2021) non-statutory guidance for teaching music.
 We continue to follow Music Express (which fully meets the requirements of the National Curriculum for Music)  and ensures a progression of knowledge and skills throughout school. 
 In addition all children attend a special weekly Singing Assembly accompanied by live piano music or high-quality recorded backing from a variety of sources. The children learn by heart a range of traditional and modern songs throughout the year and have the opportunity to perform these to an invited audience. 
Across all year bands Rec – Year 2 we ensure that the children have access to a broad range of recorded music from (for example) 
traditional sea shanties and classical choral or orchestral music to modern popular music.  These pieces have been carefully chosen to enhance the children’s experience of music as well as links to learning in other areas.   
Children participate in musical activities for at least one hour per week.  
We are an inclusive school.   All children are included in our music sessions and experiences.  Physical disabilities and SEND are no barrier to inclusion in the musical experience of the children at our school. 



[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Children have the opportunity to sing in special ‘choirs’ to perform to an invited audience at key points during the school year. 
These may include at the Christmas Concert, the Harvest Festival and the End of Term Performance as well as to other classes.  


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Every year we have a music workshop event 
This year we will be inviting the Rhythmicity Drumming Workshop back to school for the fourth year to allow every child (regardless of ability or SEND) to experience a rhythm based performance – with everyone able to practise and perform a rhythmic piece linked to a story (for EYFS) or with a cultural link (Bhangra workshop / African drumming) for Key Stage 1.  
This experience is fully funded by school, with no charge for parents. 
Weekly singing assemblies occur from Reception to Year 2.
Regular musical performances include a Christmas Concert, Harvest Festival and an end of year Summer Performance. 
There are opportunities throughout the year for the children to perform to other classes and to adults in school.  For example at least once a term we invite chosen staff to join our singing assembly so we can perform the songs we have learnt to an audience. 



In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	We plan to develop a choir which will practise songs to perform to other year bands within school. 
We plan to continue to develop strong links to our local junior school in order that our children can experience a wider range of live performances, and have the opportunity to perform to a Key Stage 2 audience.
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