
KEY VOCABULARY IN ART 

 
 

 
CUBS 
2-3 yrs 

BEARS 
3-4yrs 

RECEPTION 
4-5yrs 

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 
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Drawing 
Pencil/ crayon, chalk, 
pens, mark, up, down, 
round  
Copy, round and 
round 
 

Drawing  
mark making  
draw 

Drawing- sketch, 
shade  
pastels, 
 
 
 
 

Drawing  
line drawing, detail, 
Space 
 
Exploring and developing ideas  
work of art, idea, starting 
point, design, improve. 

Drawing  
thickness, portrait, self-portrait, landscape, 
cityscape, building, drawings, line, bold, 
size, space. 
 
Exploring and developing ideas  
observe, focus, improve, focus 
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 Painting 
paint, paintbrush, 
paper, slide, mix 
 

Painting- mixing 
colours, change same, 
different 
colour 

Painting-  
colour mixing,  
hues of blue 

Painting  
primary colours, secondary 
colours, tint, shade, 
watercolour wash 

Painting  
neutral colours, warm colours, cool colours, 
, sweep, dab, bold brushstroke, acrylic paint 
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 Printing 
pick up, lift, move,  
stamp 
 

Printing 
Press, push  
 

Printing  
print 
 
 

Printing 
Sponge, blocks, repeating 
pattern 

Printing 
shape, printmaking, woodcut, relief 
printing, objects pattern 
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 Sculpture 

Build 
tower 

Sculpture 
clay model 
 

Sculpture-clay 
plasticine, model, 3D 
 
 

Sculpture  
Roll, pinch, sculpture, model, 
3D, land art, shapes, materials 
Shape form  
 

Sculpture  
statue, model, work, work of art, sculptor, 
carve, installation,  pyramid, abstract, 
geometric 
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 Collage  

stick 
Collage  
cut  
glue 

Collage  
texture  
 

Collage  
Materials, tear, squares, place, 
collage 

Collage  
gaps, mosaic, features,  arrange, texture. 

T
e

x
ti

le
s On, wet, dry Soft, hard, bumpy Touch, rough, 

smooth, spiky, furry,   

Textiles  
weaving, loom, alternate, over, 
under, wax, resist, crayons, ink, 

Textiles  
Technique, stitching, textiles, fabric, woven, 
placemat, decoration, decorative, batik dye, 
dye, apply, set, plait 

 

 



 

 

 


